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LECTURE ADDRESSES FUTURE OF W H ITEFISH LAKE
MISSOULA Jack Stanford, who has conducted freshwater research in northwestern Montana since
the 1970s, will give a public lecture titled “The Future of Whitefish Lake: Clear or Cloudy?”
on Thursday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m. in the Whitefish Library. The lecture is free and open to the
public.
Stanford has been director of The University of Montana Flathead Lake Biological
Station since 1980. During 1973-74 he was a research biologist and limnology instructor at the
station, and he became the station’s Bierman Professor of Ecology in 1986.
During the lecture Stanford will compare water quality between Whitefish and Flathead
lakes and show why water quality in those bodies is threatened. He will base his presentation
on 30 years of study and will include slides and data presentations to underscore his points.
Stanford said Whitefish Lake appears cleaner than Flathead. However, like Flathead
Lake, it has been substantially altered by introductions of normative fish and invertebrates.
Human land use upstream from Whitefish Lake also seems to have increased the sediment and
nutrient loads coming into the lake, and water quality deteriorates downstream from the lake’s
outlet. Stanford believes that it’s possible to reverse this declining water quality situation and
will discuss reasons for his optimism during his lecture.
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A prolific writer for professional publications, Stanford has built an international
reputation as a scientist and scholar. His research, as well as work by his biological station
colleagues, has garnered acclaim in this country and abroad.
The Flathead Lake Biological Station is the oldest freshwater research lab in the
country. Founded on Flathead Lake’s Yellow Bay by UM Professor Morton Elrod in 1899, the
station held a centennial birthday celebration last summer.
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